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The American Home 


Achievement Medal 


Greetiuys 


Dear Dahlia Friends: 


Now that the war is over, we anticipate a large demand for 
dahlias. In fact catalog requests thus far received have already 
confirmed this. In order to meet this demand we are confining 
our greenhouse to the propagating of dahlias and are discon- 
tinuing the growing of vegetables. We want to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank our customers for their cooperation and patience 
they have shown during the trying years of the war. With 
various restrictions lifted and improved shipping conditions, we 
hope to serve you better this coming season. 


We have continued our practice of only digging roots of 
only healthy plants and have discarded those that have proved 
otherwise. In spite of an unusual season, our dahlia crop was 
exceptionally good. Nevertheless, we continue to recommend 
ordering early, for we anticipate a shortage of a number of 
varieties. 


We are primarily introducers and the performance of our 
introductions over a period of years is a matter of record. An- 
nually, we have many dahlias sent to us for trial for introduc- 
tion, but it is not our policy to introduce any of them, unless 
they have received Certificates of Merit at the various American 
Dahlia Society Trial Grounds or those included in the various 
Honor Rolls of the country. 


It is our earnest wish that you have a most glorious dahlia 
garden in 1946. 


Cordially yours, 


RUSCHMOHR DAHLIA GARDENS 


RUSCHMOHR INTRODUCTION 


kk & & & & FIVE STAR GENERAL ®& & & KX 


Another one of our giant introductions 





FIVE STAR GENERAL 


FIVE STAR GENERAL (Ramage). Formal Decorative. Blend of amaranth 
pink and tyrian pink, arranged in lines intermingled, petals edged maize 
yellow, rendering a pastel effect, which is quite attractive. Very large 
blooms 10 to 18 inches 5% to 6 inches. Strong stems. Blooms facing 
side, petals pointed. Sturdy plant growth, about 514 ft. tall. Excellent 
foliage. Free and consistent bloomer from early to late in the season. 
Highest scoring dahlia in Midwest Trial Ground in East Lansing, Mich., 
with a score of 86. Also received certificates in 3 other trial grounds of 
the American Dahlia Society, at Storrs, Conn., Cincinnati, O., and Fair- 
mont, W. Va., making it a contender for the D. W. Hart Gold Medal. Listed 
on the 3 Honor Rolls of the country. A sure winner in the blend formal class. 


Roots $15. net Plants $7.50 3 for $20. net 
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RUSCHMORHR INTRODUCTION 
CORAL CACTUS 


Outstanding blend incurved cactus 





CORAL CACTUS 


CORAL CACTUS (Bennett-Beckmann). Incurved cactus in a beautiful 
shade of coral pink with blend light orange buff at center. Blooms about 
7 to 8 inches by 4 inches. Piants about 4% tall. Good stems and foliage. 
The dahlia with the outstanding show record of the year. Winner of the 
American Home Achievement Medal at the N. J. Dahlia Society Show, 
also the Greater St. Louis Show. Runnerup at the Washington, D. C. Show. 
Winner of Silver Certificate as best incurved cactus, in B type dahlia 
seedling class, in A.D.S. Show in N. Y. Winner as the most outstanding 
entry in the open to al! class for B type dahlias in Scranton Show. Winner 
as best basket of B type dahlias in Washington, D. C. as well as in St. 
Louis. Also special award for B type dahlias in Washington, D. C. and 
St. Louis Shows. Best incurved cactus seedling in the L. I. Show. Certificate 
of Merit at A.D.S. Trial Grounds in Storrs, Conn. Listed on the three 
Honor Rolls of the country. 


Roots $10. net Piants $5.00 3 for $12.50 net 


1946 Introductions of Other Growers 


AGLOW (Dahliadel) I. D., Warm amber yellow, heavily suffused scarlet 
on the center area of each petal, and is enhanced with a golden sheen 
overall. A fine open grower, producing deep full blooms on long erect 
stems, without disbudding. Blooms easily average 10 x 6 inches and 
the bush is about 6 ft. tall. One of the most appealing of all shaces. 


Reots $10.00 net ; Plants 55.00 


BEDFORD BEAUTY (Frank’s) I. C. Color, light amaranth pink, with 
white around the center. It is an early and free flowering cactus with 
a new formation, having evenly narrow petals from tip to base. Bush 
A ft., pinched flowers 6 x 3, facing on long wiry stems, excellent 
exhibition and cut flower novelty. Winner of the American Home 
Achievement Medal in 1943, best seedling and best cactus in that show. 


Plants $2.56 net 


CLARIAM DAWN (Wolbert-Rocky River) F. D. Rich autumn shade of 
deep gold. A fine exhibition variety. Bloom 10 x 5. American Home 
Achievement Medal winner at the Louisville Show. Winner as the best 
seedling in Midwest Show in Cleveland. On Midwest and Eastern 
Honor Rolls. 


Plants $7.50 


COLONEL LITTLE (Ambrose) I. D., Bright scarlet orange, with curly, 
twisting petals showing lighter tones, shading off to a yellow reverse. 
Winner as the best seedling in the Norfolk and Richmond shows of 
the Virginia Dahlia Society. Listed on the Pacific Coast Honor Roll. 


Roots $10.00 net Plants $5.00 


DOUBLE DUTY (Goddard-Rocky River) M. 8. C., An outstanding minia- 
ture of carmine red with serrated petals. A good grower and producer 
of many fine specimen blooms. Has many winnings to its credit, 
including the American Home Achievement Medal at East Liverpool 
in 1944. On Western Honor Roll in 1944 and Eastern Honor Roll in 1945. 


Plants $2.50 


FLORISTS’ BEAUTY (Parrella) F. D., Amaranth purple, with fine white 
tips, pointed petals. Size of blooms 6 to 7 inches. Held on perfect 
stems. All flowers facing. Excellent keeping qualities. On Eastern 
Honor Roll. 


Roots $5.00 net Plants $2.50 3 for $6.00 net 
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GAY LASSIE (Forest View) S. A new outstanding single of ox-blood red 
tipped ivory white with yellow pollen center. Good stems, bush 5 to 
6 ft., rugged grower. Two Certificates in 1945 and one in 1943. Best 
single seedling in L. I. Show. On Eastern Honor Roll. 


Roots $5.00 Plants $2.50 3 for $6.90 net 


GOTTLIEB’S PURPLE (Louis Gottlieb) F. D. Beautiful deep purple, 
blooms facing side. Excellent long canelike stems. Blooms 6 to 7 
inches. Fine foliage. 


Roots $10.00 Plants $5.00 


HESTER PAPE (Pape-Rocky River) Color reddish purple. Blooms 12 x 5. 
American Home Achievement Medal winner at Cleveland and Balti- 
more and tied for medal at East Liverpool. Listed on the 3 Honor 
Rolls of the country. 


Plants $7.50 


LITTLE BEAUTY (Australia) Pom. Perfect finely quilled pom of best 
exhibition type, perfectly round. Color is ivory flushed pink. 


Plants $1.50 


LITTLE BOBBY (Rice) Pom. Carmine, clear bright flowers about 1% 
by 1 inch. Good centers and finishing round to the back. Deeper color 
than Johnny and lighter than Ebony. Needed in the red pom class 
in the shows. Best smail type seedling in the L. I. Show, as wel! as 
best pom and pom seedling in the show. 


Roots $3.00 net Plants $1.50 3 for $4.00 net 


LITTLE MARVEL (Australia) Pom. Firmly quilled perfectly round and 
of the best exhibition type. Color scarlet. 


Plants $1.50 


LOVELINESS (Franks) R. C. Rosy pink with salmon blending into sulphur 
yellow center. Bush 4 ft. pinched flowers 6 x 3, facing on long wiry 
stems. Blooms from early August to frost. Won as most outstanding 
entry in the Midwest show in Cleveland, capturing 3 specials. 


Plants $3.75 net 


MILLER’S MAROON (Miller) F. D. Very dark maroon. Blooms 6 by 4 
long stiff stems. Good foliage Bush 5 ft. Dahlia has excellent keeping 
qualities. 


Roots $10.00 Plants $5.00 


MISS SAN DIEGO (Comstock) I. C. Lacinated cactus. Lemon yellow, outer 
half of bloom tyrian pink. Blooms 9 x 7 on long straight stems. 
Achievment Medal winner at Inglewood, Cal. in 1944. Certificate of Merit 
at East Lansing, Mich. Listed on the 3 Honor Rolls of the country. 


Plants $7.50 


MRS. EDWARD DIEHL (Lakeside) R. C. Peach red, blended with deep 
chrome yellow. Size 6 x 8 inches. Fine for commercial and basket 
exhibition. Certificate at East Lansing, Mich. Listed on the Eastern 
Honor Roll. 


Plants $5.00 net 


MRS. E. J. (Rocky River, R. C. Clear brilliant pink with white centers and 
very lightly tipped white. Exceptionally good substance. Winner of 3 
Certificates of Merit at Storrs, East Lansing and Cincinnati. 


Plants $5.00 


PARDNER (Dozier-Robens) I. D. Giant peach buff informal decorative 
with a faint tint of amethyst. Has been grown 12%, in. diameter by 

11 in. deep. On East and West Coast Honor Rolls. 
Plants $7.50 


PATRICIA (Huey-Robens) I. D. Large pink. 1042 by 5!%4 inches. Flower 
facing side on adequate stems. Foliage is insect resistent. Listed on 
the 8 Honor Rolls of the country. 


Plants $7.50 


RAY SMITH (Scheffel) S. C. Lavender with white tips. Bush 5/4 to 6 ft. 
Bloom 10 by 6 to 11 by 7. Clean grower with long stiff stems and fine 
foliage. Perfect centers and good keeper. American Home Achievement 
Medal Winner in Scranton, Pa. and Washington, D. C. and many other 
seedling class winnings, including N. Y. and L. I. Shows. Listed on 
Eastern and Pacific Coast Honor Rolls. 


Plants $7.50 


SEA FOAM (Wolfe) F. D. White. Received Certificate of Merit at East 
Lansing, Mich. 
Plants $5.00 


SNOW (Dahliadel) F. D. Pure white with petals lightly edged lavender. 
Blooms are 3 x 2 inches. Bush 314 ft. It is extremely early and needs 
no tampering. 


Roots $5.00 net Plants $2.50 


SOPHIE K. HEINTZ (Franks) 8S. C. Outer rows of petals are carmine 
rose tipped yellow and blend into yellow center. Bush is 5 ft. tall 
pinched. Flowers 7 x 4, facing on long cane like stems and the perfect 
keeping qualities and its pleasing color combination make it an ideal 
variety for cutting and exhibition. Winner of American Home Achieve- 
ment in 1945. 


Plants $3.75 net 


SUPREME COMMAND (Boram-Parrella) I. D. to F. D. Color spectum 
red all through the flower. Size 11 by 7. Plant is vigorous grower with 
fine branching habit. Flowers are facing. Cane like stems. Plant 5 
to 6 ft. Listed on Eastern and West Coast Honor Rool. 


Roots $15.00 net Plants $7.50 3 for $20.00 net 
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Standard Varieties 
NY VU 
NIA 


Plants 
ALMINAS2 Sx -C.stY Clic wit contre eee (per tn eee $1.50 
BADE YAROU GEIS Gee Bile nce eae ee er 3.75 
BELL VEDERE RISD Silver. pil Kee ees es a eerste ke BAD 
BUA CK MONAR CHa SC ear emaro Ong nes. vate re tne 3.75 
COMMANDO @EReDea rues pOLOxe DU ED loam es cuctarten spree: 1.50 
GROWNINGSGUORYses--6 cebiikeandecreamie ante 1.00 
D=DA YS Hee DF ePrice tee enn Pe eee reg ot bre Ree een 2.50 
DEE P2PURPGE SE? Dy tlarce DuIpicCe hero ere ee 1.00 
DIXIE’S WINEDOT, 1. Di; Spreckled-red and white =). 1.50 
HOOLEAONLELE SSC. A maranti© pink iene ee nets net 2.50 
FATTHE UL. Ss. 5 Ge 2 Winter a a ee er a NS 
FRECKLES 4) Dioked cand yellowenrecolorm ts. sae ee “15 
GENERAL JOHN J. PERSHING, 8. C., Varigated orange 
and Tred Ge sa Pee ete ce, peleaeras era ose ein aye tye as ee eae ote 
GINGER ROGERS 4 ep eeCitronsyellow a... 450 4 pene ee 1.00 
HILDA BIOR EA [late ses Gees bin keerecne si, eb reg etree ea 3.50 
BILESIDNSBEAUPTY 1, Orne enull es. oer ee 1625 
HOOSIER MARY EDiss Gy cllowar yee aS) 
IRBNESCDUNNE: RG. Rose pinkie occ ee ee ee 1.50 
IVORYs PRINCHSSwoeU ot aren vorver: see eee 1.00 
JAMES:ROSS, b.DeeAmaranthe purple «am cnn. eee ee, 1.50 
JANE LAUSCH, S. C., Bi-color, rosy mauve, tipped white .. 3.75 
JOAN AFERENZ]LSD aGCnromesyellow en ont) eee 3.7) 
KING PETER, FD Whiter& lavender blend 32.2.4... 1.00 
I RSTENGBIGA GS IAD el a eshrchy cold aa yas ee eee eee Deo 
LeGreKi ver. + C.p-A Ubu nay Cll Owes eee oe eee 200 
BUGKY.O Rei.) Rede oe ae cae ee ee ge ar ean ee 2.00 
MATE] Bees. <C., luarces intense. reds = ee ee eee 125 
MOGLIEYBSlssDeslsarce iwrian pinko nee ee ee yas 
MOSCOW. DF Gariniine ten gees icc cee Ge en re BoD 
MRS2THOS-A EDISON, Red®and'silversas 60. on Zo 
MRS 2b He Ss BRICKEAND = hep. ohell pinks). 20 -eeee eee Selo 
MURPHY S*MASTERPIECGCKH, 1) Dislarve. red es .o eee 50 
NANGY ANNA CHELEL, IAGcesecarléetered sts eee TD 
OGDEN SEREID A.D Pink plended=with v6ce.ceee ee 6.00 
PY GMAT IONS eG = BYONZe Teruel ete eer ee ee 1.00 
REGAUDPEASSR. Cy Red randsesilvers reverses... 255 eet 125 
RITA WELLS, I. D., Large grenadine pink and buff ...... 50 
ROSE GYNE SPRAIGHT 25aGe Apricot yellows ne yeoU 
RUDOLES GIANT Gh De Buleapricot 262 i eee ee 50 
SAARLAND’S HEIMKEHR, R. C., Yellow and pink .:.... 50 
PARE EDS eINK YY LAMINGO ISG Roselpink.0.) ee 2.50 


SHERWOOD’S PEACH, I. D., Gigantic ocherous buff .... 2.50 
SILVER JUBILEE, I. D., Pink and white bi-color 
SNOWeBA Liz eteGo. Pure whites,o:. 2.0 cee ae ae ee 50 


Roots 
$ 3.00 
7.50 
7.50 
7250 
3.00 


5.00 
net 2.00 
3.00 
net 5.00 
ow 
1.50 


Ov 
net 2.00 
Teo 
2.00 
7.50 
3.00 
2.00 


Plants 
DONE OH SAAN eG. ROCA ait. Soret, ocr Ret lala 50 
SAE AUC GSES) ANA SOND mB esha igabines nas oe oO 
Ueno ms eran oe. And DU lise wens eereedt. ca Sas 50 
LES DRAGONS IT: Ds Yellow and shrimp pink.) .. 4." «+ 1.50 
Hh PrAGk  GiO Ray alan) Sep ure: white eer at aoe 1.00 
SEORAMI AGH bes aCe Brichts bloodyredtias- ace tacit a. 1.00 
WN EEE D eNAALON So lAtD)  Autuin tine ek total eotae ieee. Lo0 
VeDANrr ou Oe eotiiliant, dank rose tu . .elaroee aes. - ctyets Z.00 
WIS VOR YH let ROSE. DTK. 1 Se ener hme, S) eet hom tts 1.00 
err G EINE ATER, UDB ape rte ROCs. eae er eee ets Poteet ara als: 
WAAC SH Ds Blended yellow-andspink=s +.) ...@¢1 eter Laz 
VAC ESS LL UN Gee Geek NID eLetter ee eae 50 
WEEN Goa. Gs. Darke carniine aim ie ye" eeanee ee ew Loe eee 1625 
WANE VE O RING are’ Wi nT Lean eer gygat se imran ere AD 
VCO) EOD VURIN 8 ee) eee Aerie crime Olt) kee eee ee eas ce O 
POM PONS 
PLAC) Vie TOE ORT OC ferape mete ep Meme recite ibe cs et Es ay TS ner 00 
15 EE TEVaPeAIN N oP Biren lee eects cleans ane. cn ee. ee ws le 50 
RECA Sah Ly LG) Nee LO Wren ree ere et Oy. Ae ek cae ae ee 50 
OLS Bs DL Ane Wi hil temmaanees wiih <8, etn oes Foor <. cbc setae OR Mot cane 50 
oO) Ne) eee WV Caylee DW Kant ky eines, GE len wise 50 
ers CYNE Y ae LAT Kee VL EY OOM Pete ee ake nt, FO Sol te te ek as besa 50 
pL HN we aver enrancew Nitey 0l-COlOT uar).cor oh nt os ae es ee 50 
Pele Dis tee JA COLH ae Vie lig Walsin: see reels Svan ep cree. Seiler: 50 
HVEEA CE BY Pete AN VCD Ss skh DY 1 DIN acct tence acca ual dicts nd Sova Nieten cual malic 50 
MET ROS Hab DN eG ert verdant cet. 6S oct neha Ree. neat k 50 
MISS=2 VLA ROR eae aL eri meer Neri se dc’. vs cap take tiv es oo 50 
MRS tod CCE Re i ie ae ress ets oe Cae tert eA a erect fp0) 
PINK SD U Clas ee Weliea Cost Kae casei Miche. Sawee scutes 50 
ROSES? GA Vee elena Peete nce ee, eee na eee haloes 50 
MINIATURES 
AUN DEA SSO FUN GH Vis oe OTiCnbOLan ven a). a. £() 
BIVES Yigg Beye Ce baie eriata,..c. eter nee he iy 2 een es 00 
BRIGH ELAS S hee hos vr ed 1 ean. 6 cs et meat aa 50 
BUDDY Time lee) elo alone OOM E tee ee eid) uae us he. oes 1.00 
DUOBON HTN oe a ere OC ee). fae e tonne sta sla ars ee ls 50 
FODYNUAS Te BV eae my LATS DIV eRe ger tne con fin ath 0 eee 50 
GENE Av Gay S PATO WHEL HEM St Se.O.0m W OIten a. bee pO) 
JWUBIGAN Tae aD Cnernyereds and: orange Gc. teas 1.50 
LITT LESSISTi Reel aD elarconsipped white: 2 oy. te 0) 
PEGG Ye LIN DUMYS Mata Ds Goldenramber, ) ne 50 
PETITE PARISIENE, M. R. C., Yellow and amber ...... 50 
RIGK YQ.M Sopa Deen edeande whiteabiecolor Veh. te een eee 50 
SUSAN? Raya Gem alin OU eS DIT heey. one ee eee .50 
WEEE @H°As WN Gee Bie enV ite arya tone Oh pean penne ie: 50 
ORCHIDS AND SINGLES 
JERSEY MAID, S. Yellow and white bi-color .....5...... 50 
MARSHALL'S GLORY, 0.; Red and) white bi-color ...-.... 50 


kl 


Roots 


Fi 
net 1.50 
1.00 


1.00 


Choice California Dahlia Seed 


Our dahlia seed is produced by some of the finest growers 
in California. They are taken from large plantings of Certificate 
of Merit and Honor Roll Dahlias. Some of the leading Honor 
Roll and American Home Achievement Medal Winner dahlias 
have been produced from our seed. We can supply a limited 
amount of seed from named varieties. Let us know what varieties 
you desire seed from. 


Seed from mixed varieties is as follows: 


DOET O22 re eee SO, 

GU Aree eagerness 2.50 

TORR eer eae ee 5.00 

TOOU = \ ineieas cere ees a 35.00 

Seed from named varieties is as follows: 
ZO *TOV en ee > 1.00 

DOT ea yale yey 2.50 

LOO See heen 5.00 

LOOO 2 05g 2 eee eee & 40.00 





SARETT'S PINK FLAMINGO 


OUTSTANDING WINNER OF 1944 & 1945 SEASONS 


iz 


IT EeReaNviES 


Remittances must accompany all orders. 


We prepay postage or express charges on all retail orders 
in excess of $3. 


Wholesale orders will be shipped express collect. 
We never make substitutions unless authorized. 


Our plants are full grown and raised and shipped in three- 
inch pots. 


ROOTED CUTTINGS: It is not our policy to recommend the 
purchase of rooted cuttings by any other than experienced com- 
merical growers of dahlia plants. We will furnish well rooted 
cuttings on those varieties wherein we list plants of $2.50 and 
over. Prices are one third less than the list price of plants. 


CLUMPS: We can supply clumps on the varieties where we list 
the price of roots, for Fall delivery or in time for propagation. 


We guarantee all our stock to be healthy and true to name 
and will be responsible to the extent of replacement of stock or 
refund of the exact amount involved but no further. 


Our greenhouse has been certified by the United States 
Department of Agriculture and is inspected frequently. Every 
root and plant we ship out of the quarantined area for Japanese 
Beetle and European Corn Borer is examined by a United States 
Department of Agriculture Inspector who renders a certificate 
upon completion of inspection of each individual shipment. 


All abbreviations are as follows: 


i 
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Incurved Cactus 

Recurved or Straight Cactus 
Semi Cactus 

Formal Decorative 
Informal Decorative 

Ball 

Collarette 

Orchid 

Single 

Miniature Formal Decorative 
Miniature Informal Decorative 
Minature semi Cactus 
Miniature Recurved Cactus 


qaadty Be a 
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JOIN THE 
AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 


We invite our friends and customers to join the AMER- 
ICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY and become a part of this great 
National organization whose interest is devoted solely to the 
improvement of the Dahlia. 


The Quarterly Bulletin—a real Dahlia Magazine—gives all 
the up-to-date Dahlia news, information about, and illustrations 
of new varieties, the latest cultural hints (growing ’em big, 
root storage, etc.), and is a really worth while guide to any 
lover of Dahlias. The Bulletin alone is worth much more than 
the cost of the annual dues. 


Trial Gardens—4 official gardens are maintained where 
new varieties are tested and scored each year. Full reports 
from all these gardens are published in the Bulletin yearly. 
Research work on insect and disease control is sponsored. 


Dahlia “fans” in every state of the Union and many foreign 
countries are members and frequently contribute news to the 
Bulletin. Membership includes admission to, and the privilege 
of exhibiting at all the National exhibitions which are held 
each September in some National center. 


APPLICATION FORM 
Dues $3.00 per vear. 
Payable in advance. To Dr. Ward H. Cook, 
Secretary of The American Dahlia 
Society, Inc., 34 Puritan Avenue, 
TOUN UNO Woe are Tuckahoe 7, New York. 


know you will not 

regret doing so. Enclosed find $3.00 for which please 
enroll me as a member of your Society. 
Send copy of the current Bulletin. 


Proposed by: 
Ruschmohr Dahlia Gardens, Address 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. 


© 0) @, he) wy oe. 878 “€ (0 ene, (sine Wepre (4 4) 486 


COL ere, eel Tel vere ee 16 selene 168s 6 ee. 
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR THE GROWING AND CULTIVATION 
OF EXHIBITION DAHLIAS 


Time — The proper time to plant dahlias for exhibition 
purposes in this climate is about the tenth of June. Of 
course, if one is not depending upon the shows, they can 
be planted as soon as the frost is over. In this climate 
we advise a succession of planting from May 15 to July 1. 


Preparing Soil— About one week or ten days before plant- 
ing, spade your garden and leave it in the rough, then 
broadcast into soil to every 100 sq. ft. or to approximately 
ten dahlia hills 5 lbs. raw bonemeal mixed with 2 lbs. of 
muriate or sulphate potash which should be raked into the 
soil thoroughly. 


Planting of Roots— Plant about 6 inches deep, no more, 
laying root flat on its side with eye facing upward. Fill 
hole only halfway to top and as sprout grows gradually 


fill in. 


Planting of Green Plants — As plants are received, remove 
cartons and leave in pot. Soak them in shallow water for 
a few minutes in order to freshen plant after its journey 
through the mail. Set out plants in late afternoon or on 
a cloudy day, removing pot from plant. Make sure that 
plant is planted deep enough and if the following day 
should be hot and sunny, suggest shading plant with a 
peach basket during the heat of the day. Fill hole gradu- 
ally with dirt as plant grows. 


Stakes to which the plants are to be tied should be inserted 
at the time of planting; this also applies to roots. 


Cultivation — Keep soil well pulverized and suggest culti- 
vation about 24 hours after rainfall, in order to keep the 
soil from becoming baked. This is very important and 
should there be lack of rain, suggest weekly cultivations. 
Discontinue all cultivating after August 15, as roots have 
a tendency to come to top and will be disturbed by con- 
tinuous cultivating. 


Watering — Unless weather is very dry, dahlias will need 
no water until they commence to bloom. Then water 
thoroughly, soak the ground every week or ten days as 
needed. 


Insects — Can usually be controlled by spraying weekly 
with a good insecticide. Even though plants appear to 
be clean and healthy, a weekly spray will act as a pre- 
ventive. When you find a flower is being eaten or a stem 
drooping, make a search and you will be sure to find the 
troublesome pest, and kill it. 
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Disbudding and Disbranching—To get large flowers on 
long stems it is very necessary to disbud and disbraiich. 
When plants come up leave only one stalk. After three 
sets of leaves appear, pinch out the crown or center. In 
a short time a top pair of laterals will make themselves 
evident which eventually will be a branch of the dahlia 
bush. When the buds appear, leave only one of the three 
buds that usually come in a cluster, pinching out the side 
two. New branches will appear in the form of laterals 
between the leaves and the stalk. These should also be 
pinched out and it is well to pinch out all laterals below the 
remaining bud except the two nearest the main stalk. This 
will keep your plant low and bushy and you will have many 
flowers on long stems from branches below which will 
develop rapidly. 


Fertilization — About the 10th of July give each dahlia a 
handful of potatoe fertilizer (5-10-10). When buds appear 
which is about Aug. 25, it is well to give the plants a top 
dressing of fertilizer. We would suggest at that time the 
following: 3 lbs. raw bone meal, 4 lbs. sheep manure and 
1% |b. of sulphate or muriate of potash. Mix this well and 
broadcast not closer than 6 inches nor more than 18 inches 
from the stalk. The foregoing application should be suffi- 
cient for 10 hills. No more fertilizer is required for the 
balance of the season. 


Cut Flowers — Dahlias should be cut in the early morning 
or in the evening atter sundown. After flowers are cut 
dip stems into hot water (about boiling) for one or two 
minutes. Then place in deep cold water in a cellar for a 
few hours to freshen. Flowers then may be ready to ship 
by packing in strong corrugated boxes, laid out in florists 
tissue paper. It might be well to fold up newspapers to 
act as a pillow for the large blooms to rest on in order to 
avoid bruising. 


Storage — After the black frost has killed the dahlias, cut 
the tops at the ground and dig them carefully with a good 
fork, being careful not to strain the necks of the roots. 
Cut stalk with 2 inches’ of crown and allow clumps to 
dry out in the sun three or four hours before placing into 
barrels or boxes. Suggest that clumips be placed in in- 
verted position while drying, in order that water in stems 
will drain out. It is well to allow soil to cling to clumps 
to prevent root necks from breaking and excessive drying 
of tubers. A good potato cellar is very desirable as a 
storage bin for dahlias. If this is not available, keep them 
as far as possible from the heater and in a space where 


the temperature will not go below 40 degrees nor above 55 
degrees. 


Preparing Soil for Next Year — After roots have been dug 
spade the garden and plant winter rye. If your soil has a 
tendency to be acid would broadcast lime stone over it: 
The spreading of cow manure over the winter rye will also 
be very beneficial. Turn rye over just before it goes into 


ae which in this climate is usually about the first week 
in May. 
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